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of an independent nature, he could not adjust himself to the Director
of Public Instruction, and resigned his post. Sir Frederick Halliday, the
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, sent for him and requested him to with-
draw his resignation, but Ishwarchandra flatly declined.
His nobility and humanity had their true blossoming after he had
given up his job. He saw that Bengali was a very good language, but ap-
peared poor for want of fresh contributions. He, therefore, began writing,
books in Bengali. He produced very powerful books, and it is mainly due
to Vidyasagar that the Bengali language is at present in full bloom and
has spread throughout India.
But he also realised that merely writing books was not enough; and
so he founded schools. It was Vidyasagar who founded the Metropolitan
College in Calcutta. It is staffed entirely by Indians.
Considering that elementary education was quite as necessary as higher
education, he started primary schools for the poor. This was a stupendous
task in which he needed government help. The Lieutenant-Governor assur-
ed him that the Government would bear the cost; but the Viceroy, Lord
Ellenborough1, was opposed to this and the bills preferred by Vidya-
sagar were not passed. The Lieutenant-Governor was very sorry and sug-
gested that Ishwarchandra might file a suit against him. Brave Ishwar-
chandra replied: "Sir, I have never gone to a court of law to get justice
for myself. How, then, is it possible for me to proceed against you?'* At
that time other European gentlemen who used to help Ishwarchandra in
his work rendered him good financial aid. Not being very rich himself,
he often ran into debt by helping others out of their difficulties; never-
theless, when a proposal was made to raise a public subscription for him,
he turned it down.
He did not rest satisfied with thus putting higher and elementary edu-
cation on a sound footing. He saw that, without the education of girls, the
education of boys alone would not be enough. He found out a verse from
Manu which said that the education of women was a duty. Pressing it
into service, he wrote a book on the subject and, in collaboration with ^
Mr. Bethune founded the Bethune College for imparting education to
women. But it was more difficult to get women to go to college than to
found it. As he lived a saintly life and was very learned, he was res-
pected by all. So he met prominent people and persuaded them to send
' their womenfolk to the College; and thus, their daughters began to attend
the College. Today there are in that College many well-known and
talented women of sterling character, so much so that they can by them-
selves carry on its administration.
Still not satisfied, he started schools imparting elementary education
to small girls. Here food, clothing and books were supplied free of charge.
Consequently, one can see today thousands of educated women in
Calcutta.
1 Governor-General of India, 1842-4